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17 November 2015 
 
 
Dear Duncan,  
 
 
SURVIVOR SCOTLAND: STRATEGIC OUTCOMES AND PRIORITIES 2015-17 
 
As the Independent Inquiry into the historical abuse of children in care in Scotland gets 
underway, I thought that this would be an opportune time to brief the Committee on the work 
that the Scottish Government is doing in actively acknowledging and addressing the 
devastating effects of childhood abuse.   
 
The Inquiry will seek to raise public awareness of the abuse of children in care; provide an 
opportunity for public acknowledgement of their suffering; and serve as a forum for validation 
of their experience.  It intends to report to Scottish Ministers within four years.  
 
My SurvivorScotland policy officials have responsibility for co-ordinating the successful 
delivery of future policy support to adult survivors, including implementation of the Scottish 
Government’s response to the Scottish Human Rights Commission’s interaction plan on 
Justice for Victims of Historic Abuse of Children in Care.  They are working in partnership 
with a wide range of other policy teams across Government and with statutory and voluntary 
organisations to ensure better connections to help prevent child abuse and ensure polices 
and services are trauma informed and responsive to the needs of survivors. 
 
I enclose a copy of SurvivorScotland’s Strategic Outcomes and Priorities 2015 - 2017.  The 
document sets out achievements to-date, but more importantly, the vision; delivery model 
overarching objectives; and strategic outcomes for the future.  Survivors should have:  
 
A Healthy Life: Survivors are enabled and supported to enjoy an attainable standard of 
living, health and family life. 
 
Choice and Control: Survivors are treated with dignity and respect and are empowered and 
enabled to access the right support. 
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Safety and Security: Survivors have access to resources and services which are trauma 
informed and have the capacity and capability to recognise and respond to the signs of 
childhood abuse. 

 
Work to-date has looked at the complexity of issues that surround those who have been 
abused and the need for co-ordinated, integrated resources, care, treatment and support.  
However, we now know a lot about what matters to survivors and the services they need.  
Therefore, the focus in moving forward is the continuing improvement and development of 
the workforce and the services they deliver in providing person-centred care and support for 
survivors across health and wellbeing and social services. 
 
I would be pleased to provide further information on our proposals in taking forward this work 
if that would be helpful to the Committee.  
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